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CIRCULAR LETTER. 


Betovep Breturen,— 

We again meet you by our customary epistle. But, alas! 
the venerable Saint, who, according to appointment, should 
have indited it, has left us, never more to associate with us at 
these anniversaries, or to take part in aught that is done under 
the sun. “ The Fathers,” we may well ask, “ where are they ? 
and the Prophets; do they live for ever?” Looking back on 
the official course of our dear departed Brother, distinguished 
as it was by noble disinterestedness, unsparing toil, and emi- 
nent usefulness, we should rejoice that it was protracted to so 
advanced a period, rather than complain, that it has at length 
‘been brought to a close. Still it would have been peculi- 
arly gratifying to us, and no doubt equally so to you, had he 
been spared to furnish us with the fruits of his long and varied 
experience in relation to the subject, on which he was re- 
quested, in our joint name, to address you. No one can treat 
it with the same advantage, or the same effect, as he would 
have done. Nevertheless, as it is a subject, which is every 
year gathering importance, and one, moreover, which has never 
yet been brought under your notice, we shall not hesitate to 
adhere to the decision of the last Association, by making it 
the theme of our present epistle. It is “The Connexion of 
Theological Institutions, with the prosperity of our churches, 
and, if admitted, their consequent claims to support.” 

By the phrase, “ prosperity of our Churches,” we, of course, 
wish, dear Brethren, to be understood, as intending their prospe- 
rity in the largest, and fullest sense. Indeed, it may, we think, 
be questioned, whether a Christian community can prosper in 
one or more respects, without at the same time prospering in all. 
If, for instance, it is advancing in scriptural knowledge, it will 
advance in spiritual purity, and if advancing in scriptural 
knowledge and spiritual purity, it will advance in religious obe- 
dience, and if advancing in these, it will advance in comfort, 
in philanthropy, in beneficence, in number, and in strengtif” 
Be this, however, as it may, we mean by the prosperity of a 
Church, the personal improvement of all its members, in what- 
ever is characteristic of them as disciples of, the ‘Lord Jesus 
Christ, and their numerical increase. On the desirableness 
of such a state, it is, we persuade ourselves, needless to ex- 
patiate. Every one of you, dear Brethren, must be supreme! 
solicitous for the growth of piety in his own heart, and. its 
growth, or if not already existing, its implantation, in the hearts 
ofthose around him. Now the question, which we propose to 
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discuss, is the adaptation of Theological Institutions—i.e., 
Establishments, or Seminaries, for the general improvement of 
Ministerial Candidates—to promote this state ; since, on its de- 
cision must obviously rest the validity and extent of their 
claims to support. 

It will, we apprehend, be very readily conceded, that 
the prosperity of a Church, as just explained, is mainly 
dependent in the order of means, on the capabilities, the 
dispositions, and conduct, or, in one word, the efficiency 
of Him, who has “the oversight” of it. If, for example, a 
Minister is well-instructed in the matters pertaining to the 
economy of grace, and in the habit of stating them luminously, 
connectedly, comprehensively, and impressively, the people 
under his care will gradually become well-instructed in them 
too. If, on the other hand, his own stores are scanty and 
meagre, if he has merely a superficial and detached acquaint- 
ance with evangelical truth, they will remain unfurnished and 
deficient. Again, if he is active, warm-hearted, ever intent on 
securing the one grand object he has in view, if in his thoughts, 
his exercises, and movements, he subordinates every thing to 
the attainment of it, they also will become energetic, gene- 
rous, and devoted. On the contrary, if he is satisfied with 
going through a routine of professional duty perfunctorily, and 
is manifestly relieved and gladdened, when he has ostensibly 
fulfilled it, they will soon show themselves, if they are not 
already, careless, drowsy, utterly regardless of the well-being 
of the Society, to which they belong, and as utterly insensible 
to the spiritual exigencies of their fellow-immortals generally. 
Once more, if he is self-opinionated and dogmatical, they will 
be captious and censorious, whereas, on the other hand, if he 
is candid and conciliatory, they will be tolerant and forbear- 
ing. It is unnecessary to multiply these illustrations. Every 
one, who accustoms himself to observe with a discriminating 
eye, must be aware, that the character of a Minister, and that 
of his people, are so much akin, that either of them may almost 
invariably be accepted as the counterpart, or reflexion of the 
other. In truth, the union subsisting between these two par- 
ties exerts, like that subsisting between husband and wife, an 
assimilating influence, so that by degrees they become what 
they are designed to be—one ; and it was doubtless in view of 
this circumstance, that the Evangelical Seer, when assigning 
some of the sources of the future prosperity of the Church, 
which he had just been foretelling, was led to declare, “ For 
as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons,” or, per- 
- haps, more correctly as Bishop Lowth and others render the 
expression, builders, or restorers, “marry thee.” Wherever a 
Minister and people do not thus answer to each other, unea- 
siness, collision, estrangement, and finally, separation must 
ensue. The Minister, it may be, finds that he cannot by any 
effort, however strenuous or well-directed, raise his people 
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above the level on which they are. In neither mental acqui- 
sition, nor benevolent working, will they suffer themselves to 
be conducted beyond the point, at which they are standing. 
A death-like stupor, too often mistaken for peace, seems to 
have seized them, and rendered them imperturbable. His 
energies are paralyzed ; his spirits give way ; and from sheer 
dejection he leaves them in quest of a more congenial, and pro- 
mising sphere. Or perhaps the people require a higher order 


of instruction than their Minister is able to supply ; or are de-. 


sirous of adventuring into wider spheres of labor, and attempt- 
ing more expensive enterprises for the divine glory than he is 
willing to sanction, or encourage. They deplore his want of 
' competency, or of zeal; they abate, and gradually lose their 
esteem for him ; they become discontented ; and at last require 
him to make room for one better qualified to act as their 
Teacher, their Exemplar, and Guide. An effective Ministry 
is, then, instrumentally of the very first importance in promot- 
ing the prosperity of our Churches. We are far, dear Brethren, 
from wishing to dispute the value of other means, but assuming 
the correctness of the observations just offered, it must be 
evident, that where that is wanting, even these are greatly 
impaired, if not absolutely nullified. A defect in the presid- 
ing power must produce disorder, and confusion among all 
the subordinate agencies. The mainspring being broken, the 
entire machinery is necessarily deranged, and rendered useless. 

Now to the efficiency of the Ministry, Theological Insti- 
tutions, judiciously managed, are, we think, eminently condu- 
cive. Ere, however, we proceed to justify this opinion, we 
would, in order to prevent misapprehension, and cut off ob- 
jection, just remark, that it is on their assumed beneficial 
tendency merely, the claims of these Institutions are rested. 
There is not, we fully allow, any express statute or precept 
for them in the Inspired Volume; nor is support challenged 
for them on this ground. If, however, in order to vindicate 
their lawfulness, and consequent right to support, it be neces- 
sary to quote a divine edict in their favor, what can be ad- 
vanced on behalf of the Bible Society, the Missionary Society, 
the Tract Society, or even the Association itself, in the precise 
form, and mould which these Institutions severally exhibit ? 
They are but contrivances of human origin for the accomplish- 
ment of certain contemplated ends; and the Christian, there- 
fore, who refuses his countenance to an order of means for 
improving ministerial efficiency, simply on the ground of its 
not being Scripturally ordained, ought, for the very same rea- 
son, to withhold his aid from the different orders of means just 
enumerated, and, in fact, from every description of instrumen- 
rm aaa is not specifically named, and formally defined in 
the New Testament. But although granting, that in this Sacred 
Directory there is no positive enactment for Theological In- 
stitutions, there are, we contend, general principles, and par- 
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ticular commands, manifestly requiring them, or something 
equivalent to them. “A Bishop,” it is said, “must be apt to 
teach,” and “able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and to 
convince the gainsayers.” Timothy was directed “ to stir up,” 
or to keep alive and vigorous, “ the gift that was in him.” “All 
Scripture,” we are told, “is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tron in righteousness ; that the man of God,” viz., the Chris- 
tian Minister, ‘may be perfect,” or complete, “ throughly 
furnished unto all good works.” The aptitude to teach re- 
quired in a Bishop is surely improvable. The knowledge 
already possessed by him the divinely-inspired subjects 
which his teaching embraces, in their origin, their form, their 
absolute and relative importance, their connexion and depend- 
ence, their bearings and influence, may surely be enlarged, and 
rendered more accurate. No one surely will contend that a 
candidate for the mihistry, young in life, devoid of experience, 
and perhaps hitherto debarred nearly every opportunity of 
mental culture, is as apt to teach, and in all respects as 
thoroughly accomplished as he can be ; or if improvable, that 
his improvement is not desirable. The only questions, there- 
fore, open to debate, turn on the adequacy of Theological In- 
stitutions to ensure ministerial efficiency, and their adequacy 
to ensure it as easily as any other means which can be devised. 

The declared object of these Institutions, it has been already 


‘intimated, is to furnish Probationers for the sacred office with 
whatever knowledge may be of use to them in prosecuting the 


arduous undertaking, to which they have pledged themselves ; 
and at the same time fix in them such habits as will lead them 
to prosecute it disinterestedly, judiciously, vigorously, syste- 
matically, and perseveringly. Unable to authenticate their 
instructions by the performance of miracles, it is of vast im- 
portance, if they are to become effective in “ convincing gain- 
sayers,” that they should be able to adduce in a clear, metho- 
dical, irrefutable manner the proofs of the divine origin of the 
Book, whence they are taken. In this day of rigorous, unspar- 
ing scrutiny, it is not enough to deal in broad and sweeping 
assertions, however true they may be. He who ventures them 
must be prepared, whenever required, to adduce the grounds on 
which they rest, or they will, in all probability, be discredited 
and thrown aside, while he himself is covered with confusion 
and shame. The Volume too, or rather collection of Volumes, 
which he has to explain and enforce, is written in languages, 
that are no longer vernacular. It refers very frequently to the 
facts and occurrences, tle laws, the customs, and practices of 
past times. It is replete with allusions to persons and things, 
and founds on them almost every kind of rhetorical figure. In 


- undertaking to interpret it, a Minister ought, consequently, to 


be competent to read and study it in its original attire, to trace 
the references in it to their proper sources, to put every part 
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in its own place, and give it its exact value. We gladly allow, 
that whatever is indispensable to life and godliness, lies on 
the surface, so that the least tutored need not mistake. Never- 
theless there are matters in the Bible, as Peter says, of some 
portions of Paul’s writings, “hard to be understood ;” and it 
is of great moment, that He, whose special office it is to meet 
objections, to clear away obscurities, to remove doubts, and 
build up in faith, purity, and love, should be able to separate 
them from those which are plain and obvious ; to ascertain how 
far they are explicable ; and so far as they are so, to seize the 
best methods of explaining them. In this way only will the 
controversies which unhappily divide, and alienate the faithful 
ever be brought to a close. Nor is it of much less conse- 
quence that a Minister should have an insight into the consti- 
tution, and scope of mind itself. He ought to be conversant 
theoretically, as well as practically, with the powers of the 
instrument, with which he operates both on the Sacred Volume, 
and on his fellow creatures, that he may clearly, and at once 
distinguish between what is really divine, and what merely 
human; see how far he is governed by temperament, prepos- 
session, habit, and other similar circumstances, and how far by 
truth alone ; and in like manner trace the diversified phenomena, 
which the classes composing his auditory respectively exhibit 
up to their legitimate sources. If, in short, he is to become 
thoroughly furnished for the multifarious, and onerous duties 
which, as the Instructor and Guide of others, he has to dis- 
charge, he must be qualified to lay open the foundations, 
on which the Bible challenges for itself a divine origin ; 
to study it in the languages in which it was indited ; to 
make out its history ; to appropriate its allusions, as far as 
can be, to the objects, persons, events, and circumstances, 
whence they are taken ; to distribute its several parts into their 
proper places; to harmonize the whole; and, in addition, to 
discriminate the different characters, whom he has to impress 
and persuade. Now these are the very qualifications which 
Theological Institutions propose to impart. Of the individuals, 
placed beneath their tutelage, some of course are more ready, 
and capacious recipients than others, Nevertheless the ad- 
vantages, held out toall, are precisely those just named. And 
these advantages cannot, it is confidently presumed, be secured 
by any other instrumentality so well. In order to secure them, 
there must be, forinstance, Books. ‘These, however, can rarely, 
if ever be found in a private library, more especially that of an 
unpensioned Teacher, in sufficient variety, and abundance. 
There must also be Instructors. It would be nearly worse 
than useless to place before an ardent undisciplined mind a 
huge mass of works on the multitudinous topics, which Divi- 
nity, polemical and practical, Philosophy, natural as well as 
mental, [listory, beth ecclesiastical and secular, Criticism, 
Rhetoric, and the fine Arts generally, must necessarily em- 
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brace. There needs some one to direct, and not merely to 
direct, but to superintend and assist him. There must like- 
wise be Time, which cannot be commanded in requisite quan- 
tity, except by the withdrawment of both Teachers and Pu- 
pils from other engagements and pursuits. Now these are 
conditions, which only Theological Institutions, or an Instru- 
mentality, closely akin to them in all their leading features, 


_ can fulfil. And if then an effective Ministry is essential to the 


prosperity of our Churches, these Institutions, by promoting 
its effectiveness, are clearly connected with that prosperity, 
and consequently entitled to support. 

It is not, however, the communication of knowledge merely, 
all-important as this unquestionably is, at which Theological In- 
stitutions aim. They likewise seek to induce habits of thought 
and feeling, which shall lead to continuous advance in efficiency 
hereafter. They endeavour to lay a firm and spacious basis, on 
which a corresponding superstructure may be reared in time to 
come, They conduct to the portal of the temple of Truth, point 
out the only sure method of reaching its inmost recesses, and urge 
toa strenuous use of it. They create a thirst for fuller, and still 
fuller draughts of the river of the water of life. And while thus 
exciting an inextinguishable desire for ever-growing improve- 
ment, they strive to impress an equally strong and determinate 
conviction of the paramount importance of the end, with a 
view to which alone it is professedly sought, and to the attain- 
ment of which alone it is to be kept subservient. And thus 
they are the means of securing a steadiness and inflexibility, 
as well as singleness of purpose. | 

Further, Theological Institutions are highly favorable to 
the cultivation of humility, discretion, and prudence. It 
has indeed been often said, that they foster egotism and 
pride, but this is an egregious mistake. There may have 
been occasionally individuals, who have evinced, on coming 
forth from these “schools of the Prophets,” airs of super- 
ciliousness, and self-sufficiency. In intercourse with their 
brethren, and also in their general demeanour, they have ap- 

ared puffed up, arrogant, and contemptuous. The fault, 
sowever, has been, not in the instruction imparted to them, 
but rather in their own want of either disposition, or ca- 
pacity to receive it. Such persons ought never to have been 
warranted by the Churches, which recommended them, to aspire 
to the sacred office. They were from the very outset ineligi- 
ble for it. But if there has been now and then one, who has 


thus disappointed the expectations entertained of him, the 


great majority have, it is matter of fact, shown the meliorating 
influence of the training bestowed on them, in the avoidance 
of extremes, in the pursuance of a steady and even course, 


and in the judicious, affectionate, and prosperous management 


of the communities respectively confided to them. Know- 
ledge, unsanctified or partial, may inflate ; but received into a 
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9 
purified mind, it will, whether existing in larger or smaller 
degrees, invariably produce diffidence, moderation, careful- 
ness, and prudence. 

Again, the association of a number of individuals of 
different capacities, attainments, and dispositions with the 
same object in view, or for the same purpose, contributes 
not a little to the full development of their mental powers, 
and the formation of agreeable tempers, and manners. By 
mutual contrast and ceaseless attrition, defects are render- 
ed more obvious, self-conceit is abated, asperities are worn 
down, and a spirit of kindness and amenity is induced. If 
such association should be thought to encourage levity, or 
indifference, this must be owing entirely to relaxation of 
discipline. In the case of persons already under the influence 
of spiritual motives, it is much more likely, and, on examina- 
tion, will be found, to act most beneficially in exactly the op- 
posite direction. 

But besides this direct operation of Theological Insti- 
tutions, there are some important collateral advantages 
secured by them, which we must briefly notice. They af- 
ford, for instance, opportunities for the formation of intima- 
cies and friendships, which, in addition to their agree- 
ableness to the parties themselves, subserve indirectly the 
welfare of the Churches, of which they are afterwards invited to 
take charge. While maintaining most uncompromisingly their 
mutual independence, it is very desirable, particularly in this 
day of active effort, that our Societies should stimulate, and 
sustain one another. A determination to stand, and act alone, 
is an almost infallible symptom of defect in some respect, or 
another. Indeed, to cut themselves off from the fraternity, to 
which they belong, is next to impossible. Now what tends to 
foster this spirit of union and cooperation so much as a fellow- 
feeling among their Ministers ? and where is this fellow-feeling 
so likely to be engendered, and nurtured, as in the hallowed 
retreats, where they have studied, communed, and prayed 
together? Moreover, the assurance, that in different parts of 
the Saviour kingdom, there are brethren, heretofore their 
companions and class-mates, engaged in the same arduous en- 
terprise, tried by the same difficulties, and cheered by the 
same promises as themselves, rouses and inspirits them, when 
perhaps they would otherwise be ready to despond. If a fellow- 
student is seen urging his course onward vigorously and suc- 
cessfully, his example reproves and incites the sluggish; 
whereas, if he is found growing cool, he becomes an object of 
affectionate concern to the diligent, and an effort, it may be, 
is made to excite him to activity and zeal. 

Again, Theological Institutions are tests of Ministerial capabi- 
lity. It is a fact, that so far from encouraging unqualified, and im- 
proper persons to thrust themselves into the sacred office, the 
have been, in not a few instances, the means of detecting ineffici- 
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 ency,and persuading individuals to return to the employ, which a 


zeal without knowledge, or the unwise partiality of friends, had 
caused them to relinquish for the public service of the Church. 
In none of these instances have they been charged with acting 
from prejudice, or undue haste. Severe as may have been the 
mortification felt, the measure leading to it has been uniformly 
approved, and justified. Now, if Theological Institutions did 
nothing more than prevent the intrusion into the Ministry of 
unfit candidates, they would be rendering no small service to 
the Churches, and to religion generally. An ill-furnished, self- 
satisfied, and inert Ministry is almost worse than none at all. 
Such was not the character of the Ministry among our 
Puritanical forefathers, Howe, Baxter, Owen, men of gigantic 
minds, and of varied and most profound erudition ; and such, 
beloved Brethren, must not be the character of it among us, 
if we are to maintain, as a denomination, our present position, 
not to say advance, in the Christian world.” 

These Institutions,it may be further observed, afford destitute 
Churches scope for selection. It is clear, that to the enjoyment 
of prosperity, it is mecessary they should have an Instructor 
whom they approve. Tastes greatly vary, so that the candidate 
who is very acceptable to one may not be at all, or only very 
slightly so to another. Now, among a number of candidates 
who have finished their preparatory studies, there will be, it is 
fair to presume, a corresponding diversity of talent and adapt- 
ation. Besides, it cannot but be a satisfaction to Churches, if 
they think properly, that there are in Establishments, which 
they themselves maintain, duly qualified Functionaries, whom 
they themselves placed there, ready to fill up vacancies, occa- 
sioned by death, by infirmities, by removal to other stations, 
or any similar circumstance. 

Lastly, Theological Institutions have been, and are the 
means of fertilizing their own immediate vicinities. The 
parties, resident in them, are not suffered, even as to preacli- 
ing, to remain unopecupied. In the course of training to 
which they are (subjected, they are required to look 
out for destitute spots around them, where, for their own im- 
provement, as well as the good of their fellow immortals, they 
may proclaim the message of mercy ; and it is a pleasing fact, 
that to the blessing of God on their labours in this way, not a 
few societies, now enjoying all the benefits of astated ministry, 
owe their rise. From a brief sketch, left by our revered 
Brother, who was to have drawn up this letter, it is plain that 
he intended to refer specifically and pointedly to the salutary 
working of that Institution, over which he presided with such 

seli-denying zeal from its very origin, in support of this asser- 
tion. Itis impossible to give the sketch, much less fill it up ; 
but surely, when the state of our denomination in these parts 
at the date of its foundation is compared with the delightfully 
altered aspect it exhjhits now ; and when, moreover, it is consi- 
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‘dered that nearly, or quite, 150 Ministers have been educated by 


it, some of whom are at this moment your own Teachers and 


_ Guides, no small stress may be laid on it. 


We have thus traced, beloved Brethren, the close connexion 
of Theological Institutions with a well-disciplined and tho- 


- roughly competent Ministry, and consequently with the pros- 


perity of our Churches. Most, if not the whole, of the objec- 
tions usually urged against them have been remarked on as 
we have passed along; and, assuming then in perfect confi- 
dence, that the question at issue must be answered in the 
affirmative, we cannot avoid the inference, that they are fairly 
entitled to adequate support. 

This support, allow us to observe, is furnished by the re- 
commendation of such candidates for admission into these 
Establishments, and such only, as according to your unbiassed 
judgment, bid fair to profit by the advantages they offer. There 
are perhaps among yourselves, Brethren sincerely anxious to be 
employed, in whatever way is deemed most eligible, for God 
and their fellow creatures, but whose mental endowments are 
confessedly of such a grade, as to forbid the supposition of 
their ever being competent to take the charge of a Christian 
Society. As occasional Preachers, as village Itinerants, or as 
Instructors of the young, they may be exceedingly useful, 
but to attempt to raise them above that level would be 
detrimental to themselves,and to the Society generally. On 
the other hand, there may be Brethren whose thirst for 
knowledge is so ardent, whose aptitude for receiving, arranging, 
combining, and thoroughly digesting it is so great, as to war- 
rant the most gratifying assurance, that whatever benefits are 
placed within their reach will be eagerly seized, and assidu- 
ously improved. Now one of the modes in which you may 
most effectually subserve the interests of our Theological 
Seminaries, is the exercise of a due discrimination in the re- 
commendations you giveto them. Were this strictly observed, 
it would be scarcely possible for them to fail in accomplishing 
their avowed purpose. Let the parties then enjoying your 
countenance be undeniably men of intense piety, of improvable 
capacity, of steady, persevering application, of unbending firm- 
ness and zeal, tempered with docility and teachableness, and 
let all such fully and heartily enjoy it. 

Another means of supporting these Establishments is the 
cheerful contribution of such pecuniary aid as is requisite to 
defray their unavoidable expenditure. Is it necessary to re- 
mark, that being designed in the first instance for your own 
benefit exclusively, their maintenance belongs especially to 
you, and that if not supplied by you, it is not likely to be 
furnished elsewhere? General objects may expect, and will 
obtain, general support. Those, however, which are restricted, 
must look for it to the communities and denomination, whose 
prosperity they are meant to promote, and if they do not find 
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it there, they will not find it at all. Is it then too much to 
request, that thoge Churches, which are satisfied of the utility 
of the Institutions in question, will give them a place in their 
most affectionate regards, and testify the sense they entertain 
of their value, by making an annual collection for them? There 
can be no doubt that a much warmer interest would have 
been felt for them by the bulk of the members of our Societies, 
had this method of explaining their design, and enforcing their 
claims been more generally adopted. Though unable, owing to 
the want of means, to enrol their names, like their more afflu- 
ent brethren, in the list of subscribers, they would, it is believed, 
be really gratified| by the opportunity of adding their mite for 
the maintenance and comfortable working of an Instrument, so 
intimately connected with their own, and the general welfare. 
Some Churches may possibly excuse themselves from comply- 
ing with the request now affectionately and urgently preferred, 
on the alleged ground of their not being under any obligation 
to these Institutions: but they know not how soon they may 
be compelled to resort to them, in order to fill up the vacancy 
which death, or some other cause, has occasioned in the pasto- 
rate among them; or should they be able without such a 
recourse to supply their own wants, they will not, surely, sup- 
posing them to be convinced of the desirableness of these 
nstitutions, overlook the exigencies of their less-favored Sister 
Churches. | 
Lastly : Another mode of sustaining these Establishments, 
is earnest, continued prayer to the Head of the Church, for 
his blessing on them. owever valuable their object, and 
however satisfactory their management, they are, we would 
ever remember, but means ; and must, therefore, like any other 
description of agency, be accompanied in all their operations 
with that blessing, or they will be of no real service. When, 
then, beloved Brethren, you bow before the Throne of Mercy 
in quest of the favors which yourselves need, entreat that those 
to whom the conduct of these Institutions is entrusted, and 
those also who are participating the advantages they proffer, 
thay be enriched with every gift, and every grace; that the 
ded proposed by their establishment may be fully answered, 
and that thus a succession of Pastors and Teachers may be 


. trained up, and thoroughly fitted “for the perfecting of the 


Saints, for the work of the Ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ, till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” 
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MINUTES OF THE ASSOCIATION, 
HELD AT HEBDEN BRIDGE, MAY 16ru axp 171s, 1837. 


On Turspay morning, May 16th, the Ministers and Messengers met to arrange 
the business of the Association. 

Two r.m. After the customary devotional exercises by Brother Crook, who had 
been chosen Moderator, the letters from the Churches, including one from that in 
York-street, Manchester, acceding to the wish for re-union, expressed by the last 
Association, were read, and proved, on the whole, unusually gratifying. 

Six r.m. Met in the Wesleyan Chapel, kindly lent for the purpose. Brother 
Lister introduced the services by reading the Sriptures and prayer. Brother 
J. E. Giles preached from Ps. xlviii, 12—14; after which Brother Acworth read 
the circular letter on “‘ The Connexion of Theological Institutions with the pros- 
perity of our Churches, and if admitted, their consequent claims to support,” and 


.concluded ‘by prayer. 


Wepwespay, Six a.m. A Prayer Meeting was held at which Brother Saunders 
presided. It was very numerously attended, and seemed to be a season of special 
refreshment and profit. 

Ten a.m. Met in the Wesleyan Chapel, Brother M‘Pherson read the Scriptures 
and prayed. Brother Aldis preached from Mark ix. 33, 34. Brother Colcroft 
engaged in prayer; after which the Ministers and Messengers adjourned to the 
Baptist Chapel for the transaction of business, when it was resolved :— 

l. That the Circular Letter, drawn up by Brother Acworth, be adopted 
and printed. 

2. That the first Church in Haworth, and the Churches in Cullingworth, 
Goodshaw, Ashton-under-Lyne, and Eccles, from which applications have been 
received, be admitted into the Association. 

3. That the letter from Brethren in Liverpool, entitled.‘ A Letter from the 
Church in Byrom-Street, Liverpool,’ being disavowed by the Minister and Messen- 
gers of the said Church, now present, is therefore inadmissible. 

The question, as to the division of the Association, which had been deferred 
from the last meeting to this, was then considered. After long and anxious delibe- 

ration, and the proposal of various expedients for obviating the inconveniences 
occasioned by the extent of the Association, it was at length resolved, with evidently 
very general regret,— 

4. That in order to ensure the ends, for which the Association was originally 
formed, but the attainment of which its ever-increasing magnitude (a matter for 
devout thankfulness) renders apparently impracticable, it be now divided. 

5. That the most cordial thanks be tendered to the Trustees of the Wesleyan . 
Chapel for their kind loan of it during the services of this Anniversary. 

After a brief adjournment, the Ministers and Messengers from the respective 
Churches of the two counties re-assembled in different parts of the Baptist Chapel, 
and proceeded to organize two distinct Associations. 


By the Lancashire Brethren the following resolutions were adopted : — 
Broruer Lister, Moderator, in the Chair. 

l. That an Association be now formed of those Churches in Lancashire and 
Cheshire, lately connected with the Yorkshire and Lancashire Baptist Association, 
to be called ‘ The Lancashire and Cheshire Association, holding the doctrines stated 
at the head of this circular letter.’ 
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2. That a Sub-Commiitice be appointed to prepare plans for the regulation of the 
Association, to be submitted to the next Annual Meeting, and that Brethren 
Lister, Birrell, William |Giles, Fraser, J. Harbottle, and Aldis, do constitute it. 

3. That the Annual Meeting of the Association be held in the Whitsun-weck of 
each year. | 
_ 4. That the next Annual Meeting be held at Preston, on Tuesday and Wednesday 
in Whitsun-week, 1838. 


5. That Brethren Lister and Aldis preach on the occasion, and in case of failure,” 


Brethren Birrell and Joseph Harbottle. 
6. That the subject of the next circular letter be ‘ The duty of individual 


_ effort for the conversion of souls,’ and that Brother Joseph Harbottle draw it up. 
7. That it be proposed to our Friends in Yorkshire, that we should meet to- 


gether triennially by delegates, and that the Sub-Committee already appointed 
make the necessary arrangements on the part of this Association. | 

8. That these Minutes be transmitted to Brother Atworth for insertion in the 
Circalar Letter. 


Signed James Lisrer, Moderator. 


By the Yorkshire Brethren, the following resolutions were adopted, 
Brother Acwortu, Moderator, in the Chair: | 


1. That an Association be now formed, to be called the Yorkshire West- Riding 
Baptist Association. | | 
2. That the constitution of the Association just dissolved be adopted, with the 


following modifications : 

(1.) That the business of the Association be conducted by Committees appointed at the 
Annual Meetings of the Association, whose decisions shall be subject to the approval of 
the general body. 

(2.) That Committees be appointed for the following purposes :—To consider applica; 
tions in reference to the enlargement and building of Chapels; to advise with Ministers 
and Churches in cases of difficulty ; to attend to civil questions affecting the Deno. 
mination ; to promote the efficiency of the Institutions of the Denomination ; te arrange 
the public proceedings of the Meetings of the Association. 

(3.) That the Committees be chosen at the meeting of Ministers and Messengers at ten 
o'clock of the morning of the first day of the Annual Meetings of the Association. 


3. That the Committee of the Itinerant Society be requested to identify the So- 
ciety, as far as practicable, with this Association. 

4. That, on the title page of the Circular Letter, the word “ Generally” pe 
inserted before the words ‘‘ Maintaining,” &c. 

5. That Churches of less than 100 Members send two Messengers, and of 
more send three, besides the Pastor. | 

6. That Brethren Dowson and Steadman be requested to become Secretaries to 
the Association: one Secretary to go out every two years, and not to be re-eligi- 
ble tifl after an interval of two years. 

7. That the next Association be held in Leeds, on Tuesday and Wednesday in 
Whitsun-week, 1838: Brethren Fisher, of Liverpool, and Whitewood to preach ; 
and in case of failure, Brethren Crook and Scott. 

8. That the Circular Letter be ‘On the Advantages Derivable from Associations 
of Churches,’ and that Brother Fawcett prepare it. 

A communication was received from the Lancashire Brethren, suggesting the de- 
sirableness of a Triennial Convention, which was cordially entertained. 


9. That these minutes be transmitted to Brother Acworth for insertion in the ' 


Circular Letter. | 
| Signed James Acwortu, Moderator. 


Five r.m. Met in the Wesleyan Chapel. Brother Holmes introduced the service. 
Brother Larom preached, and the Moderator concluded in prayer. 

The attendance at this Association, the fiftieth and the last of the United Coun- 
ties, was very large, and the services throughout, conducted almost simultaneously 
in two Chapels, unusually interesting. 
| J. Croox, Moderator. 
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» 
State of the Churches since the Last Association. : 
| | Added by Lost by Numb. : 
No. CHURCHES. PASTORS. at 
Bap.|Let.| Res.| Dth{ Dis.| Wn| Excipresnt. 
| Accrington dip .-| J. Harbottle..|; 51; 2) 4] 7 6 | 258 
Bacup, ist Church .. Edwards .. 13; 2] 1] 6 155 
«3 | Ditto, 2nd Church --| Dawson... ..} 28; I 2; 2); 101 
| Barnoldswick.. Spooner .. | 6/ 2 2; 4 84 
=) | Bingley .. Aaylor .. ..| 2 l 28 
| Bolton.. Fraser 32 l 1] 118 
| Bradford, Ist Church ..| Dowson.. ..| 25/11 | 2} 15] 1 1 | 296 
Do. 2nd Church Steadman .. 8! l 2 169 y 
Bramley .. -»| Colcroft .. 5 1}; 2; 3 152 
| Burnley Griffiths 2} 2 63 
Chapelfold No letter 
Cloughfold .. Heyworth .. 6 2 1; 40 
Colne --| W. P. Scott...) 3 2 101 
Cowling Hill .. | Walton 3 2] 52 
Earby _.. ..| Wilkinson ..| 4) 1] 2] 2 45 
Farsley _i.: Foster .. | 3 I; 1} 97 
Scarlett 4 2 33 
Golcar . | 29 | 2 51 
Hahfax .. Whitewood ..| 10 | 10 4} 1 2} 120 
Haslingden, Blakey .. | 23 4 59 
Ilaworth, 2nd --| 46] 4 3 1] i62 
Heaton ! Shaw . No letter 
| Hebden Bridge . ..| Crook .. I5 2; 1 1] 116 
Heywood... T. Harbottle | 6} 1 2; 30 
Horsforth .. ad 2 li 2 | 97 
.. Frearson.. 4 we. 57 
Inskip _.. obi ean 59 
Keighley os 1} 2 l 66 
; Leeds .| J. E. Giles 59} 5 8; 2 3 | 307 
Liverpool, ‘Ist Church | Birrell .. ..| 13] 6 160 
Do. 2nd Church ..| Lister... .. 1} 9; 1 | 271 
Do. 3rd — Fisher on l 2 120 
Lockwood.. Dyer .. .. iS; a7 8 97 
| Long Prestun.. 29 
Lumb... Driver .. ..| 2] 10 63 
Manchester, \st Church Birt .. | 23] 3 21 173 
Do, zndChureh | Aldis .. 109] 2 1} 6 149 
Masbrough No letter 
Meltham Thomas .. 7 2) 56 
Millwood .. Templeton ..| 10 64 
Mirfield re Albrecht 5 ] 40 
Ogden .. Allison .. 4 53 
Oldham, Ist Church 4} 1 2 ] 84 | 
Do. 2ndChurch ..| Abbott... .. | No letter 
Pendle Hill .. st Jones... .. 17 } l i 63 
Pole Moor. . Holmes... 1 2) 94 
Preston stig. be W. Giles, sen. | 16 l 2 73 
Rawden ,. Elughes.. ..| 2 2; 2 3 69 
Rishworth .. Mellor... 3 40 
Rochdale .. ‘4 as 3 3 94 
Salendine Nook da Mc Pherson ..| 47 | 1 4 177 
Sheffield .. .-| Larom.. .. 5] 2 4 148 
Slack 14 6 i 65 
Stanningley .. ob Jordan.. .. 6/ 4 39 
Staley Bridge --| Morrell... ..| 12 1} 4 91 
Steep Lane .. ob 8 2 56 
Sutton .. od Faweett .. 8; 96 
Wainsgate.. Garside... ..| 5/| 2 70 
Wigan, Ist Church an 4 3 36 
Do. 2ndChurch.. Millard .. l 19 
Howarth, Ist Church ..| Winterbotham 69 
Cullingworth.. es 53 
Goodshaw.. Nichols... .. 89 
Ashton -under- Lyne.. | Marsh.. .. 42 
Eccles be on .. | W. Giles, jun. | 


656 96 17 122 56 9 45 £§927 
Increase....769 | Decrease....232 Clear Increase... .537. 
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